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My name is Peter Smith and I am the managing partner of Smith, Jones and Roberts, P. C. On behalf of the firm, I would like to welcome you to our family. In the past, we have only hired law clerks from law schools outside of the Philadelphia area. I am skeptical about a Temple University education and have decided to give you a variety of research assignments in order to ascertain your legal skills and writing ability. 

We are a multi-faceted law firm handling all types of cases. Our biggest problem client happens to be my partner's brother, Joe Roberts and his family. They take up a lot of our time and my partner prohibits us from charging his relatives the fees generally billed by the firm. Therefore, I will delegate much of this work to you for handling and advice. 

I am providing you with background information concerning the various people whose cases you will be working on during the next few months. Learn their identities. As for Joe Roberts, he is constantly fighting with his neighbors. You will painfully learn of these problems as you start researching the answers to his family's cases. 


	ESTELLE ROBERTS 
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Estelle Roberts fell madly in love with Joe Roberts while in high school. Estelle's parents were against the relationship from the beginning. While her parents wanted to dismiss Estelle's feelings as puppy love, they instinctively knew this relationship was much more serious. They attempted to discourage Estelle from seeing Joe but this merely made her more adamant about continuing the relationship. 

When Joe was offered a scholarship to an out-of-state college, Estelle convinced him to decline the award and attend Temple University. Once Joe started college, however, she realized this arrangement wasn't good enough so they got married during Joe's third year of college. 

As fate would have it, Estelle became pregnant on her honeymoon. Nine months later, Estelle gave birth to a son, Anthony. Joe had to drop out of college and obtain a job in order to support his new family. Joe took a position with a construction company. After a few years, they bought a townhouse. Six years later, she again became pregnant. This led to the birth of her daughter, Kathy. During the next few years, she had two more children. These boys are Brad, who is now 12, and Gregory, who is 6 years old. 

To keep busy, Estelle immerses herself in one cause after another. She has become a consumer advocate and has lobbied for a variety of reforms on issues such as woman rights, tax reform and the educational needs of children with learning disabilities. 

There was one period when Estelle almost divorced Joe. He had developed a serious drinking but that's all in the past. Besides, these prior problems provide a useful leverage point with Joe whenever Estelle is pursuing her own interests. 


	JOSEPH ROBERTS 
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Joe was the first son born to his parents and Mr. and Mrs. Roberts always encouraged their children to do well in school. Joe heeded the advice of his parents and excelled in academics despite the constant teasing he endured by the neighborhood kids. Fate was kind to Joe when he met Estelle, they fell in love and eventually married. 

Joe never finished college and obtained work as a bulldozer operator for a local construction company. As the pressures of married life mounted, however, Joe started to drink which which caused numerous conflicts at work. The climax occurred when Joe drove his bulldozer over his supervisor's automobile after consuming a large amount of alcohol at lunch. Joe was fired immediately. He was now unemployed with four kids to feed, a mortgage to pay, and a very unhappy wife. The bills mounted and his marriage deteriorated. Joe's creditors eventually brought suit to collect the money that they were owed, and his house was sold at Sheriff's Sale. 

With his last bit of money, Joe jumped on a bus and headed to the casinos in Atlantic City. Much to his disbelief, Joe hit the jackpot at one casino and won a million bucks. With his newfound wealth, Joe purchased the construction company that had previously fired him. Joe quickly doubled his funds and made two unusual purchases. Joe bought a baby bear named "Harry" from a bankrupt circus to entertain his children, and he acquired a yacht which he named "ONLY IN AMERICA," to reflect his life story. 


	 

ANTHONY MICHAEL ROBERTS
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Tony Roberts is Joe and Estelle's 22-year old son. Through out high school, Tony excelled in athletics and was on the soccer team. 

During his senior year in high school, Tony took up football. His soccer background enabled him to become an outstanding place kicker and his high school team went on to win the State Championship. 

Temple University offered Tony a full-paid scholarship to play football. During Tony's last year at college, he set a number of school records for points and field goal accuracy. Tony was signed to kick in the new Arena football league and signed a three-year contract. 


	 
KATHLEEN ROBERTS
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Kathy is 16- years old and spends hours gossiping on the phone and watching television. On the face of things, she appears to be an average teenager. Kathy, however, has a problem. Ever since she started experimenting with drugs, her grades have gone from A's to F's. She has completely detached herself from the day-to-day affairs of her family. Whenever her parents try to communicate with her or discipline her, Kathy reacts with great hostility and has had several problems with the police.


	 

PETER CHRISTOPHER 
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Peter Christopher was born in Tampa, Florida and has an identical twin brother. Since no one was able to tell the twins apart, their father gave each boy an identical tattoo of a shark on opposite shoulders. After lying about their age, the Christopher brothers enlisted in the military service at age 16. They spent most of their time in the Army specializing in military intelligence and photographic analysis. 

After leaving the military, the Christopher brothers started a small but lucrative business in Texas performing investigative services with a specialization in surveillance and industrial espionage. Following a business dispute with his brother, Peter relocated to the Philadelphia area and took up residence next to Joe Roberts. 


	 

DONALD BRUNO, M. D. 
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Dr. Bruno always wanted to be a physician but he did not excel in science. Nonetheless, Donald studied day and night and was accepted at a medical school in the Caribbean. Eventually, he graduated from medical school and became an adequate doctor, relocated to the Philadelphia area and is now a successful surgeon. Dr. Bruno lives in the home on the other side of Joe's residence. 


	 

OFFICER JOHN O'BRIEN 
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John O'Brien is the oldest of five children. Both his father and grandfather were members of the police force, and it has always been his ambition to follow in their footsteps. John graduated from college with a degree in police science and became a police officer with a suburban Philadelphia police department. Presently, he is assigned to the Patrol Division but is also a field-training officer for new recruits. Part of Officer O'Brien's patrol includes the neighborhood in which the Roberts family resides.


